Probably the greatest single benefit derived by the community and the nation from forest reserves is insurance against destruction of property, timber resources, and water supply by fire. (Page 63.)
Officers of the Forest Service, especially forest rangers, have no duty more important than protecting the reserves from forest fires. (Page 65.)
Within another five years, the great fires of 1910 in Idaho and Montana cemented into place the fire exclusion policies of the federal government, which continued unabated for another 50 years, and only recently were replaced with more flexible fire management policies.
